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The idea that Spelman Col­
lege should send students to var­
ious colleges on an exchange ba­
sis began two years ago. Letters 
were then written to various col­
leges asking if they would accept 
students and send students to us 
for a few weeks, for a semester, 
or for a year.
The Exchange Program wil be­
gin during the Spring Semester 
of the 1959-60 school year. The 
colleges participating are North 
Central College, Napierville, Illi­
nois and Bethel College, Newton, 
Kansas. The Spelman students 
who will participate in the first 
exchange program are unknown 
at this time. Two students are be­
ing considered for each of the 
schools mentioned.
One student is applying for a 
scholarship at Barnard College in 
New York. Barnard College has 
consented to give a scholarship 
to a Spelman student for a year.
The students chosen to partici­
pate in the exchange program are 
selected on the basis of scholar­
ship and interest. Preference is 
given to students from the South 
to enable them to gain experi­
ences beyond the confines of the 
South.
'Dr. Howard Zinn is chairman 
of the exchange program and is 
assisted by Mrs. Irene Asbury, 
and Miss Carolyn Crawford.
NAACP
As we are planning to organize 
an NAACP chapter on Spelman’s 
campus soon, I think that some 
information on the history and 
functions of the NAACP might 
result in a better understanding 
of this organization and its ac­
tivities.
The NAACP was begun in 1909 
by a group of white and Negro 
leaders in New York headed by 
Mary White Ovington assisted by 
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois. Its organi­
zation was an immediate response 
to the racial riots which had 
erupted in Springfield, Illinois. 
These riots were viewed as just 
one manifestation of the general 
degeneration of race relations 
during this period. Its leaders felt 
the vital need of the colored 
peoples for add in combating the 
unjust and discriminatory prac 
tices they encountered. The NAA­
CP sought to make the struggle 
of these people its own.
It adopted as its goal “the estab­
lishment of equal rights for citi­
zens of all races and religions 
with respect to security of pen­
sion, housing, education, employ­
ment, voting, and various public 
accommodations. In working to 
achieve its goal, the NAACP 
makes a threefold attack on ra­
cial discrimination: legal, legis­
lative and educational. Its plan 
of anti-discrimination laws, and a 
public information program.”
Since its organization, the 
NAACP has done much to ame­
liorate the position of minority 
groups, particularly the Negro, in 
the United States,but its struggle 
is far from finished. It has done 
much, but much remains to be 
done toward securing equal rights 
for all in the U.SA.
The NAACP has gained many 
(Continued on Page 3)
Annual Christmas Carol Concert
A. M. S. Chorus under the direction of Dr. Willis James, Mrs. Joyce Finch Johnson accompanist.












The Status Seekers, by Vance 
Packard
On November 18 in Dean Sage 
auditorium, Dr. Cothran, Chair­
man of the Social Science Depart­
ment at Atlanta University re­
viewed the Status Seekers, by 
Vance Packard. This review was 
divided into two sections. The 
first section dealt with the actual 
review of the book, while the sec­
ond section was concerned with 
his criticisms of the book.
Dr. Cothran severely criticized 
Mr. Packard’s book. He gave the 
impression that he does not hold 
the Status Seekers in high regard. 
He stated that the book was of no 
significance, from the sociologists’ 
point of view.
The review was very good. Dr. 
Cothran is skillful in his use of 
words and did an excellent job 
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The tinkling of the keys, the 
beat of the drums, and the bow­
ing of the bass are all memories 
of the fabulous Erroll Gamer 
Concert. Erroll Gamer, “The Ge­
nius of the Piano,” left everyone 
spellbound after each number he 
played.
His pattern of beginning each 
number with his right hand as an 
introduction kept you in rapt won­
derment as to what he was going 
to play next. The composite chords 
filled you up with rhythm from 
your' head to your toes. The au­
dience was fascinated by his dra­
ma and wit.
Every number that he played 
was a favorite of someone’s. How­
ever I think we would all agree 
that songs like “Misty”, “The 
Nearness of You”, “Tenderly”, and 
“My Funny Valentine”, made ev­
eryone’s heart skip a beat. His 
medley of songs from George and 
Ira Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess”, 
and “Showboat”, were played in
a superb manner. To mention a 
few of them; “I Love You Porgy”, 
“Bess, You is My Woman Now”, 
“Summertime”, “The Man I 
Love”, One cannot overlook the 
men, Edward Calhoun and Kelly 
Martin, who superbly played the 
bass and drum. They added color 
and wit to the entire concert.
The concert ended with Mr. 
Garner’s original song, “Erroll’s 
Theme”. However, fans applaud­
ed, shouted, and waited for his 
re-appearance. The concert was 
officially ended after two encores.
Fans went their Way repeating 
to themselves “Mr. Gamer, you 
really are a genius.”
Mary J. Crew
Students To Study 
Abroad
The Spelman Family looks for­
ward to the annual chapel address 
by President Manley in which he 
announces the year’s recipients 
of the Merrill Fellowship Award 
—the highest honor obtainable by 
a Spelman woman. On Monday, 
December 1, 1959 Dr. Manley an­
nounced that this year’s students 
were Misses Patricia Myrl White 
and Mary Frances Watts.
Patricia is a member erf the 
Junior Class from Beaumont, 
Texas, and leads the class aca­
demically. At present, she is pres­
ident of the Biology Club and an 
active member of the Spelman 
Glee Club. “Pat” is majoring in 
biology and minoring in chemis­
try.
Mary Frances is a native of At­
lanta, Georgia and a member of 
the Sophomore Class. She has 
been on the honor roll each se­
mester since entering Spelman. 
Mary has a major in English and 
a minor in French, and is quite 
active in the English and French 
clubs. She is also a member of the 
Spotlight staff.
We, of the Spelman Family, are 
very proud of these two outstand­
ing young women.
The Atlanta-Morehouse-Spel- 
man Chorus presented its annual 
Christmas Carol Concert, on De­
cember 11, 12, 13. Following
through with the practiced cus­
tom, the program was composed 
of carols from many different 
countries as well as from our 
own. Along with the ones that 
have become traditional, several 
new selections were performed, 
among which were “Gloria in Ex- 
celsis,” a rare old English carol; 
“Holy Holy Carol” a Cornish 
carol; “Christ of the Snow,” a 
Hungarian carol; “Two Kings,” by 
Clokey; “O Tannenbaum,” a Ger­
man carol; “Mary’s Lullaby,” by 
Natle; “The World’s Good Mor­
row,” an English carol; “Psallite 
Unigerito,” a German carol; and 
“New Born,” a Negro spiritual 
by John Work.
The Chorus this year consists 
of 95 students from Atlanta Uni­
versity, Morehouse and Spelman. 
The program was under the di­
rection of Dr. Willis L. James. Mr. 
Wendell Whalum conducted : the 
Morehouse College Glee Club and 
Mrs. Joyce Finch Johnson and Dr. 
Grace Boggs are the accompan­
ists. The Spelman Glee Club also 
participated.
With so many new and talented 
members and such an excellent 
program, this year’s concert was 
as good, if not better than pre­
vious ones!
Congratulations, Dr. James and 
the A.M.S. Chorus.
To The City 
Students
When the city students were 
interviewed, it wlas discovered 
that they were confronted with 
many problems that should be 
solved in order to make our col­
lege days more successful.
Transportation seemed to be the 
major problem. Because of ’ the 
poor city transportation system, 
the city students have found it 
difficult to return to the campus 
for evening activities. The poor 
participation of the city students 
has presented a problem to the 
school also.
The responsibilities to the home 
and community have been found 
to conflict with school activities. 
The wise utilization of time has 
created easier study habits. The 
interruption of study at home, 
such as telephone, television, and 
visitors has only created another 
problem for the city student.
The most important problem 
discussed by berth the city and 
campus students was the difficulty 
of destroying intangible boundar­
ies that separate the city students 
from the campus students. Both 
groups would like to establish a 
closer relationship.
This article has been written 
to assure the city students that we 
have realized their difficulties as 
well as our own shortcomings. 
We Would like you to know that 
we will do our best to make 
things more comfortable and to 
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By NORMA J. WILSON
Two questions have been asked 
of me by two young women in 
the freshman class. I am inter­
ested in both of them; so I think 
that I will indulge myself by 
mentioning them in this column.
The first question was: What 
are the characteristics that a Spel­
man woman is supposed to pos­
sess? The freshmen are concerned 
about this, so I will try to give 
my thoughts on the subject. A 
Spebnan woman should be intel­
ligent. By this I don’t mean that 
we should know everything about 
music, art, literature, or any other 
subject. We should be broad 
enough in our scope to be able to 
carry on an intelligent conversa­
tion. We should possess general 
knowledge. We should be aware 
of the things that are happening 
in our society; these things make 
for intelligence.
Spelman women should be well 
rounded, as all persons should be 
to live in a society such as ours. 
We should be capable of making 
average grades in classes. There 
is no excuse for less than our best. 
It is not good to study to the ex­
clusion of everything else. Clubs 
and activities should play a part 
in a young woman’s life. A social 
life is also needed. There are 
dances, plays, art exhibits ,con­
certs, and movies to attend, and 
young men to escort us, if we so 
desire. Let us not become book­
worms to be intelligent.
Integrity is an important char­
acteristic to have, just as honesty, 
dependability, and reliability are 
also good traits to possess. Spel­
man young women should walk 
circumspectly at all times. We 
should never be without our 
smiles and our even temperament. 
Let us strive to live up to what 
Shakespeare has said, “Women, 
are the books, the arts, the acad­
emics, that show, contain, and 
nourish all the world.”
Now that I have talked of the 
characteristics of a Spelman wo­
man it may be well that I mention 
the other question posed to me by 
a freshman. She asked me why 
is there evidence of apathy on the 
part of the upperclassmen. I real­
ly had no answer to give her. 
Since that time I have thought 
about her question. I am actually 
concerned about this. Maybe oth­
ers of you are also concerned. 
When she mentioned apathy, she 
was speaking from quite a few 
angles. One is that of apathy in 
the classroom. The students se­
lected to attend Spelman are from 
the “cream of the crop.” Most 
times we are capable of doing 
more than we accomplish. Why is 
it that we give only the minimum 
amount of work requested of us?
I really have no answer. Maybe 
these questions will stimulate your 
mind. Is it that honor roll stu­
dents are not given enough recog­
nition? Is it that too much empha­
sis is placed on grades, thus mak­
ing them obnoxious to the stu­
dent? Is it that teachers discour­
age the students? Whatever the 
reason, the problem does exist.
Upperclassmen, our little sisters, 
the freshmen, are watching us
If
closely. Please let us pull our­
selves out of this apathy and set 
the kind of example that they are 
looking for. We have a freshman 
class that will really go places 
with the right guidance.
The inkwell is dry!
Letters To The 
Editor
Dear Editor',
I would like to congratulate 
you on behalf of the Spelman 
Family for your remarkable work 
on the Spotlight for 1959-60. The 
newspaper has finally become 
representative of a college. It 
contained informative news which 
was written in legible print. May­
be I should not just congratulate 
you on editing a newspaper but 
also on being the first editor of 
our College newspaper. The pre­
vious conglomeration that we had 
been calling a “newspaper” could 
not have been called representa­
tive! even of high school students’ 
work, nor was it informative or 
legible. So you see, Miss Editor, 
you have made history here at 
Spelman.
Again, I say congratulations 
and keep up the good work. I 
doubt that you could fail now, 
however, because of the interest 






It was in the beginning
That God created the universe.
And they that would dwell within
it
Were not created, all of the same 
breed.
As time elapsed,
They who dwelled upon the earth, 
Realizing their various ideas and
beliefs;
Became not of one creed.
There then grew in man
An evil vice built upon selfishness,
And founded upon the weakness
of man’s heart.
Since then, many a man has died 
because of greed.
Advancing through many stages, 
Man by man was bound and
enslaved.
From this came man’s greatest 
desire;
To be forever freed.
Man’s cry to have freedom 
Unheard did not go.
Through the vistas of the cosmos, 




The Editors and staff of the 
Spotlight would like to extend an 
invitation to our readers to write 
letters to the paper. These letters 
need not be of a complimentary 
nature. They may be inquiries, 
problems encountered on campus, 
and generalities. We are striving 
to improve our publication, but 
this process can be promoted by 
your citicisms and suggestions.
Thank you,




Ella Pearl Blackman, saluta- 
torian of the graduating class of 
1956, of Hutto High School in 
Bainbridge, Georgia, and present­
ly a senior at Spelman, is serving 
as the Head Hostess and Assist­
ant Manager of the Dining Hall.
While at Hutto, Ella Pearl was 
the President of the Student 
Body, the first Editor of the 
Hutto Enterprise, President of the 
N. H. A., and president of her 
class from grades nine through 
eleven.
Coming to Spelman has not 
changed Ella Pearl’s concern for 
student welfare and scholastic 
achievement. These are some of 
the responsibilities that have been 
assumed by her while here at 
Spelman: Vice President of her 
Dormitory, Class Judicial repre­
sentative for two years, Assistant- 
Chief of the Ushers 1957-58, and 
Secretary of the Sunday School. 
She has consistently maintained 
an above “B” average.
She is majoring in political 
science and minoring in history 
and secondary education. Upon 
graduating from Spelman, she 
plans to attend the Howard Uni­
versity School of Law.
Among her main interests are 
reading, cooking, and bicycling. 
Her pet peeves include teachers 
partial to particular students and 
students Who filibuster.
Eva Lowe
What Happened To Her?
The weather was radiant, yet 
the day seemed to have lost its 
lustre. The trees surrounding the 
Campus drives were magnificent 
in their fall fashions of red, 
orange, and gold. Yet, today they 
seemed drab and colorless. On 
many faces there was a smile, but 
in their hearts was a feeling of 
sadness and nostalgia. Little 
groups gathered, and speaking in 
hushed voices they tried to con­
sole each other. Nothing could be 
done. A companion, friend, and 
mascot had been taken away, and 
nothing could be done. “Poochie” 
was gone. When they took her, no 
one knows. Where they took her, 
no one Will say. What happened 
to her has not been discussed. No 
one has been informed about her 
at all. Her presence has been 
missed by only a minority. For 
there were some who didn’t like 
“Poochie.” There were others who 
only tolerated her, and there were 
those into whose hearts she 
wormed her way, as only a pup­
py can.
Recently it was discovered that 
the Spelman Granddaughters 
(unbeknown to them) Were to 
have honorary members in their 
club. “Poochie” was infanticipat- 
ing. The word spread rapidly, and 
we began to take on new interest 
in “Poochie.” She was showered, 
morning, noon, and night with 
more fondness than ever. Each 
morning upon leaving Abby for 
chapel, those of us who loved her 
most found her waiting faithfully 
at the step, eager to share anoth­
er day’s adventures with us. 
“Poochie” had truly become one 
of us.
Then one morning she Was 
gone. No one knew where. But 
Wherever she is, we wish there 
were some means of letting her 
know that though she’s left our 
home, she’ll never leave our 
hearts.
The Roommates
Do You Like Our 
Masthead?
(If so) Thanks to Mr. Marion 
Neal, an art major at Morehouse. 
Mr. Neal is presently attending 
several art classes at Spelman. 
We take our hats off to Mr. Neal.
.. Editors and Staff 
of Spotlight
Sororities . . .
An Advantage?
There has been much debate as 
to whether sororities are an ad­
vantage or' disadvantage on non- 
coed campuses.
Some professors have pointed 
out a few disadvantages of soro­
rities. There are three that are 
forever “harped” upon as being 
grave dangers to institutions:
1. Sororities in female institu­
tions would break the bond of 
sisterly love which should strong­
ly exist. If we look around this 
campus, do we not find ourselves 
associating with a particular 
somebody or group?
2. Sororities on non-coed cam­
puses are a waste of time, money, 
and effort. A waste of time? So­
rorities don’t always concentrate 
on the social aspect of life, or 
holding “bob” meetings, but their 
whole program and goal is “to help 
others, to help themselves.” 
Special programs are developed 
and carried out to raise funds for 
needy people and so forth. Mon­
ey? Well, we do spend quite a bit 
of money for that Homecoming 
outfit, that Maroon and White 
Ball gown or the Junior-Senior 
prom dress. Look at it more close­
ly, it costs even more than Soror­
ity fees. The effort spent is to 
greater advantage than the ef­
fort we put forth for some social 
activities given.
3. The functions of sororities 
would cause academic degrada­
tion. That is the most fallacious 
statement one could make. On all 
campuses coed or non-coed, the 
selected prospects for fraternities 
and sororities have to have a cer­
tain average, which is usually C 
or better, before being admitted. 
Regardless of whether or not we 
intend to join a sorority, a C 
average is required to stay in 
college. High academic averages 
are stressed considerably by such 
organizations. Often fraternities 
compete, to see which (frat or 
sorority) can maintain the highest 
average for a set time.
You can be assured that you 
Will never be “alone” in this 
cruel world as long as there is a 
fellow sister in existence.
Educationally, sororities have 
made it possible for many women 
to receive a higher education, 
otherwise impossible without 
scholarship aid.
Sororities have helped to de­
velop women in many ways: spiri­
tually, socially and morally. And 
through such contacts, sororities 
have produced famous nation­
wide personalities.
What do you think? Evaluate 




Everyday is a little life, and 
ottr whole life is but a day re­
peated. Therefore live everyday 
as if it would be the last. Those 
that dare lose a day, are danger­
ously. prodigal; those that dare 
misspend it are desperate.
Bishop Hall
The true way to gain much, is 
never to desire to gain too much. 
He lis not rich that possesses 
much, but he that covets no more; 
and he is not poor that enjoys 
little, but he that wants too much.
Beaumont
Ndthing can be truly 'great 
which is not right.
Johnson
All habits gather, by unseen de­
grees, as brooks make rivers, riv­
ers rim to the seas.
Dryden
To be happy is not the purpose 
of our being, but to deserve hap­
piness.
Fichte 4
From The Pocket of Peola
The Foolhardy 
Mouse and the 
Cautious Cat
Such sport there bad been that 
day in the kitchen and the pan­
try, for the cat was away, and 
the mice were playing all manner 
of games: mousy-wants-a-corner, 
hide-and-squeak, one-old-cat, and 
mouse-in-boots. Then the cat 
came home.
“Cat’s back!” whispered Fath­
er Mouse.
“Into the wainscoting, all of 
you!” said Mother Mouse, and all 
of the mice except one hastily hid 
in the woodwork.
The exception was an eccen­
tric mouse named Mervyn, who 
had once boldly nipped a bull­
dog in the ear and got away with 
it. Mervyn did not know at the 
time, and never found out, that 
the bulldog was a stuffed bull­
dog, and so he lived in a fool’s 
paradise.
The day the cat, whose name 
was Pouncetta, came back from 
where she had been, she was as­
tonished to encounter Mervyn 
nonchalantly nibbling crumbs in 
the butler’s pantry. She crept 
toward him in her stocking feet 
and was astounded when he turn­
ed, spit a crumb in her eye, and 
began assailing her with a series 
of insults.
“How did you get out of the 
bag?” Mervyn inquired calmly. 
“Put on your pajamas and take a 
cat nap.” He went back to his 
rubbling as blase as you please.
“Steady, Pouncetta,” said Poun- 
celtta to herself. “There is more 
here than meets the eye. This 
mouse is probably a martyr 
mouse. He has swallowed poison 
in the hope that I will eat him 
and die, so he can be a hero to 
a hundred generations of his de­
scendants.”
Mervyn looked over his should­
er at the startled and suspicious 
cat and began to mock her in a 
mousetto voice. “Doodness dwa- 
cious,” said Mervyn, “it’s a posse 
eat, in full pursuit of little me.” 
He gestured impudently with one 
foot. “I went that-away,” he told 
Pouncetta. Then he did some 
other imitations, including a pret­
ty good one of W. C. Fieldmouse.
“Easy, girl,” said Pouncetta to 
herself. “This is a mechanical 
mouse, a trick mouse with a built- 
in-voice. If I jump on it, it will 
explode and blow me into a hun­
dred pieces. Darn clever, these 
mice, but not clever enough for 
me.”
“You’d make wonderful violin 
strings, if you had any insides,” 
Mervyn said insolently. But Poun­
cetta did not pounce, in spite of 
the insult unforgivable. Instead, 
she turned and stalked out of 
the butler’s pantry and into the 
sitting room and lay down on her 
pillow near .the fireplace and 
went to sleep.
When Mervyn got back to his 
home in the woodwork, his fa­
ther and mother and brothers and 
sisters and cousins and uncles and 
aunts were surprised to see him 
alive and well. There was great 
jollity, and the finest cheese was 
served at a family banquet. “She 
never laid a paw on me,” Mervyn 
boasted. “I haven’t got a scratch. 
I could take on all the oats in 
the Catskills.” He finished his 
cheese and went to bed and fell 
asleep and dreamed of taking a 
catamount in' one minute and 
twenty-four seconds of the first 
round.
MORAL: Fools rush in where 
angels fear to tread, and the an­
gels are all in heaven, but few 
of the fools are dead.
Venecia P. Gardner
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Around Campus
Naw that mid-semester has 
rolled around, and we have re­
ceived our grades, the campus 
seems a bit quieter. The grades 
produced the usual reactions, I 
suppose. One group in particular 
shed many tears; some students 
were indifferent and said some­
thing like this: “Pass or flunk— 
what is the difference?” Many 
made firm resolutions that are 
likely to be soon forgotten, and 
some few lucky and wise souls 
were joyous. To the group who 
Shed the most tears, we recom­
mend Kleenex; to the indifferent 
ones, recommendations from us 
perhaps would not help as some­
one else may be making some rec­
ommendations soon; to those who 
made resolutions, we say either 
keep your promise to yourself or 
save your breath for swimming; 
and to the lucky ones who were 
wise enough to study and make 
decent grades, we offer congrat­
ulations. I must cease to talk 
about grades for X am almost 
blinded by tears . . .
Freshmen, do not be easily dis­
couraged. Do not think that your 
problems were invented with you. 
Ab freshmen we all experience to 
some extent the pangs of read­
justment. Remember the power 
of positive thinking.
Early in the year X would Xike 
to bring to your attention the 
power that you possess as a class. 
The freshman class because it is 
larger than any other class on the 
campus can wield almost as much 
power that you possess as a class. 
Experience has shown that 
the freshman class plays a great 
part in the election of the major 
officers. I say all this because you 
are full of energy and willing to 
work. Your viewpoint is fresh, 
and the student body needs a 
fresh viewpoint. So try as hard 
as possible and for as long as 
possible not to be overcome by 
the apathy which you are no 
doubt surprised by.
We have the honor of having 
on our campus a very spirited and 
colorful personality. Among the 
unusual things that lie does is to 
come to most meals promptly. As 
a matter of fact I have often seen 
him waiting to be served. The 
greeting that he' gives you often 
frightens you a little because of 
his bristling. By now you must 
know that I am referring to the 
precious (in some territories) cat 
which is so familiar to all of us 
who use the dining hall. I am 
sorry that I was unable to learn 
more about the cat, but you see 
our medium of communication is 
limited.
I wonder how the library Club 
project is coming along. I think 
that this is a worthwhile project 
and an excellent way to increase 
our personal libraries. By the way, 
the Library Club is not paying me 
for this plug. As a matter of fact, 
they don’t know anything about 
it; I just think the project is a 
wonderful idea.
Concerning the Merrill scholars. 
Pat White is already planning 
how she is going to receive this 
Christmas, gifts for two years. 
Mary Frances, if you have not 
planned this far in advance what 
are you waiting for?
See you around campus.
Margie Durrah
NAACP
(Continued from Page 1) 
victories in recent years, the most 
noted being the 1954 Supreme 
Court ruling on public school de­
segregation. Universities, public 
parks and playgrounds, and inter­
state travel vehicles have been 
desegregated. Securing of voting 
rights has been undertaken with 
some success. The NAACP has 
been instrumental also in pro­
moting passage of fair employ-
(Continueij on Page 4)
Your Hostess 
Speaks
Since the first weeks of school 
have ended and most of uis have 
received our grades, good or bad, 
I think it is only fitting to grade 
ourselves as far as our conduct 
in the dining hall is concerned.
Considering the increase in the 
number of students this year, I 
must say in all sincerity, that the 
conduct of the students has been 
commendable. In some instances, 
many of us have become excited 
when strange animals entered the 
dining room, but wild excitement 
and loud talking have been the 
exception rather than the rule.
Were I to assign a grade value 
to our progress, it would be a 
“B”; hence it is obvious that there 
is still room for improvement. 
More attention should be given to 
meal hours; that is, most of us 
are reporting to meals a few min­
utes after the assigned time. We 
are not placing' our coats and 
books in the designated areas. 
Coats Should be hung on the 
racks and books are to be placed 
on the shelves.
It has been a real pleasure 
working, with you these past 
weeks. I hope that after the se­
mester ends, we will be able to 
assign the same value to our de­
corum in the dining hall that we 
will have maintained in our 
classes, that is an “A”.
Since we are rapidly approach­
ing our Christmas Holidays, in 
behalf of the dining hall, may I 
wish to all of you a Merry Christ­
mas and a Happy New Year!
Ella M. Blackman
Did You Know 
That...?
The part Social Science Club 
played in bringing about the de­
segregation of the Atlanta public 
library system is described in an 
article in the The Crisis, Novem­
ber issue.
They sponsored a trip to Agnes 
Scott to hear Madam Pandit of 
India. June Cary, participated on 
a panel with four foreign students 
for the Atlanta Council of Hu­
man Relations. The discussion: 
What Democracy Means To Me.
They held a showing of a prize 
winning documentary film, “The 
Quiet One,” about a Negro boy 
with psychological problems.
The club welcomes all students, 
regardless of their major or 
classification, to join, if they are 
interested in social problems.
Spelman Library
After having spent several un­
successful periods in the Spelman 
Library trying to study, I have 
come to the conclusion that some­
thing should be said to the stu­
dent body as a whole concerning 
the consistent noise and talking 
that goes on there. It seems that 
many of us use the library mere­
ly as a place to meet our friends 
and to hold our regular gabbing 
sessions, instead of using the lib­
rary as it is supposed to be used— 
a place for quiet study.
Those of us who go to the lib­
rary for the sole purpose of 
studying find it very distracting 
to sit there trying to study and 
having to listen to the conversa­
tions of others. It is very agitat­
ing also to have our concentration 
interrupted by the conversation 
of the librarians and/or student 
assistants while they are talking 
on the phone and to have to be 
disturbed by their activities as 
they do their work. Even though 
many of us know it, we entirely 
ignore the fact that in a library 
noise is to be kept at a minimum. 
Although it is one of the duties 
of the librarians to maintain 
quiet, I feel that the student body 
should cooperate and make the 
library what it should be by 
maintaining quiet. Therefore, out 
of due respect for' those of us 
who wish to use the library for 
studying, let us refrain from mak­
ing unnecessary conversation and 




Girls from Spelman and men 
from the ’house
Which is the man and which the 
mouse?
No. 672
Down at the end of Chestnut 
Street
Sits Spelman College, for the 
super elite
and proper young ladies, but you 
better be wary,
Where do you think they’re going 
when they sign out for the 
library?
No. 729
I wish I weren’t in the land of 
cotton
Where people do things that they 
shouldn’t oughten
No. 613
Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum
I’m going to be killed by a hydro­
gen bomb
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,




On December 3, 4 and 5, 1959, 
the A-IM-S Players presented 
“The Trojan Women” by Euri­
pides under the direction of Mr. 
Baldwin Burroughs.
The Players brought a differ­
ent flavor of theater to the Spel­
man community with this produc­
tion. First, because it is a classi­
cal tragedy, then because it was 
a production “in the round.” The 
work of one of the most dynamic 
classic tragedians, Euripides, the 
play easily lends itself to pro­
duction on the arena stage.
“The Trojan Women” is a de­
piction of the pathos and suffer­
ing that comes with war. Though 
Euripides chooses only a small 
group of women to illustrate the 
catastrophic effects of war, his 
message is universal and time 
enduring: “The wise shall fly 
from war . . .”
The principal roles—Hecuba 
played by Billie G. Thomas, Cas­
sandra played by Marilyn Pryce, 
Andromache played by Georgia 
Allen, Helen played by Nese Har­
per, Menelaos, played by Sam 
Bromfield, and Talthybius played 
by Joseph Kelly—were performed 
in such a superb manner that the 
audience was captivated by their 
every word. The Greek chorus 
was important in conveying the 
mood to the audience.
The production must inevitably 
take its place among the “best” 
productions of the season.
The musical, “Finian’s Rain­
bow,” is scheduled by the A-M-S 
Players for early Spring.
Willie Gardner
Mid-Week Meeting
At the first Mid-Week Meeting 
of the school term, I was aston­
ished to see that the majority of 
persons in attendance were fresh­
men. There were only a few up­
perclassmen attending this as­
sembly for religious worship. I, 
being a freshman, naturally won­
dered why.
I readily surmised that the up­
perclassmen wlanted to rest the 
first Thursday that they were 
back on the campus and that a 
representative number would at­
tend the next meeting.
But, at the next meeting and at 
the succeeding ones, the repre­
sentation Was the same. Why is 
this? Why is it that the freshmen 
take the lead in attending Mid­
week meeting? What is the cause 
of their ardent interest?
This interest may be good. It 
may be that the freshmen have 
spontaneously developed an in­
terest in and a need for a week­
ly religious service, and that they 
will continue to support this re­
ligious program throughout their 
four years at Spelman.
Bette Durrah
Fire on the Campus
Tuesday evening, November 
29th, at approximately 7:00 p. m. 
a blaze was noticed on the camp­
us. Located on the Greensferry 
side of the campus, behind More­
house Dormitory, it drew a small 
group of freshmen, juniors and 
seniors. The blaze apparently 
started from a cigarette carelessly 
thrown on a pile of dry leaves 
the sidewalk.
It spread to a small section of 
our campus lawn. However, it was 
immediately brought under con­
trol by members of the Fresh­
men Class and other students with 
the help of the night watchman.
After a few moments, the fire 
(Continued on Page 4)
“The Land of 
Opportunity”
As many other Guianese who 
have travelled outside of the 
West Indies, I also have had the 
experience of meeting strangers 
who ask—“Where is British Gui­
ana? Tell us something about 
your country.”
I feel that it is my duty to pass 
on to others whatever knowledge 
and experience I have acquired 
about my country, the love for 
which flowers naturally in my 
heart.
BRITISH GUIANA is on the 
Atlantic seaboard of South Am­
erica facing into the cool north­
east trade winds. It lies between 
Venezuela on the west and Suri­
nam on the east. It has a coast­
line of 270 miles and extends 
south to the Brazilian Border to 
a depth of 400 miles. The coun­
try, which is remarkably health­
ful, is about the size of Britain 
with less than a hundredth of the 
population. The climate is pleas­
ant, -and with malaria eradicated, 
the rapidly growing population 
provides an ever expanding labor 
supply and local market. About 
90 per cent of the people 
live and work on the coastlands, 
a narrow littoral about 5 percent 
of the total area of the country; 
the vast undeveloped hinterland 
has, on the average, less than one 
person to every three square 
miles.
British Guiana is a land of six 
peoples. The Amerindians are its 
oldest inhabitants; Indians form 
the bulk of its population; Afri­
cans, Portuguese, Chinese,, and 
English also live and work in the 
country. All are working together 
to develop their country and to 
improve their conditions of life.
The country is rich in resources. 
A carpet of fertile alluvium, two 
rain seasons, and plenty of warm­
th and sunlight throughout the 
year, permit in many cases, two 
'annual crops on the coastlands. 
Vast tropical hardwood forests, 
interspersed with savannahs suit­
able for cattle rearing, cover its 
hinterland. A variety of minerals 
including bauxite, gold, diamonds, 
columbite, tantalite, iron and 
manganese underlie much of the 
area.
Its many rivers provide natural 
communication between the coast 
and the interior and offer possi­
bilities, now being explored, for 
cheap hydro-electric power. Its 
varied geological structure, cli­
mate and vegetation offer scope 
for a variety of economic activi­
ties and its scenery varies from 
the flat coastland with its seg­
mentation of drainage and irriga­
tion canals through forest, rivers 
and waterfalls, to the mountain 
regions of the Kanake and be­
yond to the grasslands of the Ru- 
pununi savannahs.
The Legend of El Dorado and 
the title of “The Magnificent Pro- i 
vince” suggest that British Guia­
na possesses many natural gifts 
on which to base a tourist indus­
try. The greatest is Kaieteur Falls 
(741 feet,) perhaps the world’s 
greatest waterfall, is the crown­
ing spectacle of any tour of the 
Caribbean. The Government’s 
policy is to open up the vast in­
terior as fast as it can by road 
and improved air services, and 
private enterprise is exploring 
the possibilities for further tourist 
development.
This, description does not de­
pict “a region all gold and boun­
ty,” but it does indicate the tre­
mendous possibilities for develop­
ment in a territory Where the 
Legend of El Dorado has been re­
placed by a sober evaluation of 
its potential wealth. Much has 
been achieved in the postwar 
years, but the Government and 
people are now making even
(Continued on Page 4)
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Imagine
After observing the Spelman 
family and the campus, we found 
that there are certain things which 
are characteristic of them. We 
couldn’t imagine their being any 
different, and we wondered if you 
could IMAGINE —
1. Mrs. Moreland without a hat
2. Mrs. (Richardson talking 
slowly.
3. Dr. Manley talking rapidly.
4. Dr. Zinn wearing a hat.
5. Mrs. Spring frowning.
6. Dr. James without his hat.
7. Rev. Rates not telling jokes.
8. Mrs. Thomas without her 
shades.
9. Mrs. Jordan wearing some 
other color than brown or green.
10. Dr. Albro not leading the 
Founders Day Procession.
11. Mr. West correcting exams 
immediately.
12. Mrs. Harper not immacu­
lately dressed.
13. Miss Crawford with long 
hair.
14. Mrs. McCoy not being “in 
the know.”
15. Mrs. Macomsom without her 
car1.




Early in the fall many trends 
were predicted in the fashion 
world for the winter season this 
year. Some of these predictions 
did not last long past their presen­
tations. Others have become the 
“Vogue” or the fashion trademark 
that will be remembered as char­
acteristic and peculiar to “Winter, 
1959”. Those of us who are fash- 
ioned-minded (and what woman 
isn’t?) have by this late date in 
the season been made aware of 
most of the latest trends. However, 
this brief outline may be useful 
in helping you to keep them in 
mind and in emphasizing those 
that are most outstanding and sig­
nificant.
Perhaps of chief interest to us 
college women is the newest cas­
ual attire. One of the prominent 
features this winter is the bulky- 
knit sweater. This is a hold-over 
from past years, but perhaps be­
cause they are suited so well to 
college wardrobes they have re­
tained a top position. New on the 
scene is the detachable raccoon 
collar seen atop suits, coats, jack- 
etc., raincoats and/or any other 
articles which ingenuity will al­
low. Fuzzy “polar bear” coats with 
huge wooden buttons in every 
color of the rainbow and more 
are very popular for cold football 
weather. Their practicality lies in 
the fact that they are made of 
orlon and can be “tubbed”. One 
last feature that I shall include 
here is an import from England. 
This is of course the loosely fitted 
English tweed walking skirt. We 
have Americanized them some­
what by substituting big bold 
plaids for the classic Englisn 
tweed. Some are flaired; some 
pleated with the least possible 
number of large box pleats, and 
they look best with a softly tail­
ored shirt blouse. One golden rule 
for you to keep in mind, they are 
never worn with crinolines!
The sophisticated cover-up look 
is the latest in evening wear. 
Dresses featuring long sleeves 
and/or high necklines and def­
initely ankle or floor length skirts, 
not only for formal but for dinner 
and at-home wear as well, are the 
vogue. Clever designing is the 
secret that maintains the modem 
up-to-date look and lends sophis­
tication. Also new in evening wear 
is the two-piece dress or dress 
and jacket outfit Usually made of 
satin, brocade or some other ev­
ening fabric. The keynote here is 
simplicity of style. The skirts 
are simply slim and the jackets 
are either fitted or boxy with 
close fitting three-quarter or full- 
length 9leeves. These suits have a 
very conservative and day-time 
look which would be deceiving 
except for the festive color and 
fabrics.
The highlight in evening wear 
is the elaborate use of massive 
costume jewelry. Bracelets are 
worn three and four at a time; 
earrings sweep the shoulders and 
chokers are at least six to eight 
strands and combine a minimum 
of two different types of “stones”. 
Jewelry should be chosen to em­
phasize some particular feature of 
your costume. For example, you 
could place a huge pin at some 
strategic point or use a choker or 
long earrings to emphasize a neck­
line. Use your jewelry with a free 
hand but concentrate your efforts 
in one area and don’t combine 
long earrings with an eight strand 
choker and three bracelets.
One last point. This is a tip 
for the seniors. Next year when 
you start your big splurge with 
that first paycheck, invest some of 
it in a down-payment on a fur. 
Once again fur has become almost 
an essential part of one’s ward­
robe. Start with a stole or a muff.
(Continued in column 4)
Campus Cues
Should A Woman Be Ready When 
A Man Calls For Her?
By all means. I don’t mean at 
the door as if you are ready to 
run. A girl likes to make a “gran­
de entree” down the stairs to the 
waiting date. Her entrance can 
be made three minutes as well 
as thirty minutes after the man 
has come.
What Does A Woman Do When A 
Date Is Late?
Smile instead of scowl when he 
comes. Listen politely to his apol­
ogy for being late. Then if you 
decide you will accept another 
date, don’t hesitate to tell him 
that you don’t like him to be late. 
If he continues to be late, and 
it annoys you, change men.
What Can You Say If You Have 
Kept A Date Waiting?
Let him realize that you know 
better, but explain that emer­
gencies came up to upset your 
schedule. It will keep him from 
starting the date with a grouch 
on.
If You Have A Good Reason For 
Being Late, How Can You Be 
Considerate Of The Other Person?
Use the telephone and say you 
will be a little late. Then he can 
spend his time getting something 
done for himself. It’s more fun 
than pacing the floor and wearing 
out the rug.
Is It Permissable To Be Out With 
Another Man If Your Date Is An 
Hour Late And Has Not Called?
If no word has been received 
after an hour, it is not necessary 
to wait for anyone at any time.
Eva Lowe
FLASH! FLASH!
The Christian Faith and Heri­
tage Group of the YWCA, is send­
ing Martha Randall, Dorcas Boit, 
and Edith Simmons as its repre­
sentatives to the Ecumenical 
Movement Conference at the Un­
iversity of Ohio, in Athens, Ohio. 
The Conference Will last from 
December 27 until January 3rd.
The President of the Biology 
Club, Patricia White stated that 
the Biology Hobby and Tea Show 
presented by the Club on Decem­
ber 5 was one of the best ever 
held. Among some of the unique 
collections were the seahorse col­
lection of Dr. Albro, advisor of 
the club, Mrs. Manley’s penquins. 
Another beautiful exhibit, was that 
of the shell jewelry and ash trays 
made by the members of the club.
The Library Club is sponsoring 
the Paperbound Book - of - the - 
Month Club. Any interested stu­
dents should see Lola Roberts, 
President of the Club.
The YWCA is busy this year 
making plans to revive the NAA­
CP on our campus. A good thing 
for all.
Under the presidency of Eliza­
beth McDugle, the Spanish Club 
is very active this year. Their 
Christmas activity included the 
sponsoring' of the Christmas card 
contest. Other activities will in­
clude the annual “Trabahador 
Week” and an activity for Pan 
American Week. More about 
these later.
Future plans for the Mathema­
tics Club will include discussions 
by resource persons on mathema­
tics as a profession in various 
fields. The president of the club 
this year is Mrs. Wilma Nichols.
Elizabeth McDugle, editor of 
REFLECTIONS, urges that all stu­
dents bring in names of patrons 
and also complimentary ads for 
the yearbook.
Miss Gladys Cooper, one of the 
two advisors of the Home Eco­
nomics Club, (the other advisor is 
Mrs. Roper), says that the club is 
thriving under the leadership of 
the president, Mrs. Mary Clyde 
Bennett. The membership has 
greatly increased this year, and 
the Christmas party was a great 
success.
Over one hundred students 
have been attending Mid-Week 
Meeting each week. The Mid- 
Week Meeting Chairman, Sheila
Land of Opportunity
(Continued from Page 3) 
greater efforts to achieve the goal 
of prosperity and better standards 
for all. Happy hunting!
Cecile Ganpatsingh Marian Pitts
NAACP
(Continued from Page 3) 
ment practice laws in fifteen 
states. There are many more 
achievements, but for every gain, 
there are a score of problems yet 
to be tackled.
It behooves each of us to give 
every possible assistance to the 
work of the NIAAOP, for it is 
working for the betterment of all 
of us. As we are to gain the 
fruits of its labor, it is only fit­
ting that we readily accept our 
responsibility in supporting it. It 
has done more than any other 
organization in the U.S.A. to se­
cure equal opportunity for the 
Negro and will continue to do so 
with each of us helping.
Watch the bulletin boards for 
announcement of our first meet­
ing.
Marian E. Wright
Wo.iL, £ [virtió, I told tjoa Ñor To Cut 
the- diNÑer /i\e No i^q’.
Cunningham, stated that the com­
mittee is steering away from so 
much speaking at Mid-Week 
Meetings this year because the 
students seem to like meditations 
best. In a meditation service, the 
students think or pray quietly, 
while music is being played.
The Granddaughters Club has 
undertaken as two of its pro­
jects the compilation of informa­
tion about all the buildings and 
monuments on our campus, and 
also the compilation of all our 
school songs into book form.
The Social Science Club is 
again aspiring to be the most 
active club on campus. The presi­
dents are June Gary and Mary- 
Heard. Dr. Zinn is the advisor. 
The club is supporting a drive for 
all students in Atlanta colleges to 
ride in the front of the buses and 
to use the Carnegie Library. Stu­
dents of the club did some statis­
tical work for an attorney in the 
city on the airport situation.
Dr. Zinn was -recently elected 
to the executive board of the At­
lanta Coun'dil of Human Rela­
tions.
The Swimming Club has re­
cently elected officers. They are: 
Gwendolyn Eagleson, President; 
Desiree Jett, Vice-president; An­
nie Ruth Borders, Program chair­
man, and Marva Brown, Produc­
tion Chairman. This club meets 
on the first and third Mondays 
of the month from 7-8:00 p.m. 
They are busy preparing for the 
water show to be presented April 
29 and 30. Also, they are planning 
swimming parties and a swim­
ming meet.
The P.E.M. (Physical Educa­
tion Majors) club plans to present 
demonstration tournaments and 
speakers during this year. They 
are currently working on the 
schedule of events. Husie Ken­
nedy and Annie Ruth Borders are 
President and Vice-president re­
spectively. Miss Gloria Starks is 
the sponsor.
The Frenoh Club will be pre­
senting a Gala Mardi Gras on 
February 20. Watch for further 
announcements.
All classes, clubs, and organi­
zations desiring to have news 
published, please submit it to 
any member of the newspaper 
staff, on the first of each month.
Clotheshorse Says-
You have the widest possible range 
to choose from. This season you 
can find zebra stoles, green rab­
bit jackets, leopard belts, hats, 
coats, jackets, cheeta wraps, or 
almost anything that you could
dream up.
Miss Vogue
As a forerunner to a column 
which is to appear in the next is­
sue entitled “Why Come to Col­
lege,” Miss Vogue ventured to ask 
some members of the student 
body “Why Are You Here?” This 
question was asked without any 
explanation as to its reference.. 
Some assumed that the question 
referred to Spelman proper, others 
to college in general.
Some of the replies were amaz­
ing. They ranged from “I don’t 
know,” to “Here I have my own 
bed; at home I sleep with my sis­
ter.” Among some of the others.
“I’m matriculating at Spelman 
in a diligent effort to manifest 
my latent potentials.”
Cynthia Allen
“First of all, because I wanted 
to come. I had to think Spelman 
was a fine school, to come here. 
Spelman offers what I want.”
Victoria Martin
“To get an education and to 
meet Leroy.”
Julia Chambers
“I was going to school in the 
city, and I preferred the social 
and academic atmosphere here.”
Mary Frances Watts
“I am here because I want to 
be here, and to get an education.”'
Barbara Adams
“I felt that Spelman wa9 the 
best place to get the education I 
wanted. Besides, I was offered a 
scholarship.”
Patricia Smith
“I wanted an education. I also 
plan to go to the Atlanta Univer­
sity School of Social Work, and 
Spelman will offer me better 
preparation.”
Margelene Jennings
“I am at Spelman because dur­
ing my senior year, my sponsors 
encouraged me to come to Spel­
man. I saw the Spelman story,, 
and after seeing it, I decided to 
come.”
Patricia Nicholas
If there are questions that you 
would like answered or polled on 
campus, please address them to 
Miss Vogue, Box 210 Spelman 
College.
Fire on Campus
(Continued from Page 3)
department arrived and complete­
ly extinguished the fire.
Very little damage was done 
to the campus; for the wind was 
not high, and the blaze did not 
have a chance to spread very far.
It has been noticed that work­
ers of the Buildings and Grounds 
Department are rapidly clearing 
the dry leaves away from the 
edges of the sidewalk, near the 





Tigers Win Opener 96-48
The Morehouse Tigers beat the 
Talladega Tornadoes with exu­
berant skill and ease, to the de­
light of their loyal fans. Led by 
the high scorer Marvin “St. 
Louis” Thomas, who averaged 29 
points, the Fabulous Five played 
a winning game from the start. 
Ike Parker, Earl Harris, John 
“Squeaky” Lowe, and Oz Gener- 
ette along with Marvin Thomas 
composed the “five.” This quintet, 
by means of outstanding team 
work, high scoring, and keen eyes 
set the Tiger score to 52 against 
the Tornadoes 22 at the half.
The Tornadoes, fighting a los­
ing game after (five minutes of 
play, lost many opportunities to 
score because of fouls, untimely 
shots ,and lack of team play. The 
high scorer for the Tornadoes was 
Harry Peoples With 16. Others on 
the five included Ford, Prather, 
Morris, and Hilton.
Lucille E. Brown
